
CABINET 4TH SEPTEMBER 2008
 
 

ENHANCED CLEANSING SERVICES PROPOSAL FOR MARKET TOWNS 
(Report by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel (Service Delivery)) 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 At its meeting on 1st July 2008, the Overview and Scrutiny Panel (Service 

Delivery) considered a report containing details and costs of providing 
additional cleansing services in the District’s town centres on Sundays. The 
report is attached as an Appendix hereto. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 In October 2006, the Panel established a Working Group comprising 

Councillors J D Ablewhite, R W J Eaton and J W Davies to consider whether 
there was a need to introduce a cleaning service in towns on Sundays to deal 
with the effects of the Saturday night time economy in terms of litter. In view 
of the rise of the Sunday economy the Working Group was asked to take into 
account tourism and Sunday trading. 

 
2.2 Following discussion, the Working Group suggested that a trial of new 

cleansing arrangements on Sundays should be undertaken in St Ives. This 
proposal was considered by the Panel at its meeting on 8th January 2008, 
when a detailed explanation of various options and their financial implications 
was available. However, the Panel were of the view that a similar situation 
existed in other areas and, therefore, requested additional information, 
including the financial implications, on providing a cleansing service on 
Sundays in the market towns across the District. 

 
3. DELIBERATIONS 
 
3.1 Members of the Panel, at their meeting on 1st July 2008, reiterated their 

concerns about the cleanliness of the District’s town centres on Sundays, 
particularly as Sunday trade and tourism are increasing both at a local and 
national level. Reference was made to the effect of litter on the objectives in 
these respects identified in Growing Success, the Council’s Corporate Plan, 
and, more specifically, the Local Economy Strategy. 

 
3.2 The Panel has taken into account a representation made by Holywell-cum-

Needingworth Parish Council, who have registered concerns that the District 
Council cleaning regime is focused primarily on town centres and that 
cleansing services for villages are predominantly funded by Parish Councils. 
Nevertheless, the Panel were of the view that as users of the towns, 
parishioners would benefit from the proposed cleansing services.  

 
3.3 The Panel has discussed the option of establishing Alcohol Disorder Zones 

within the District. This is a Government measure designed to identify 
establishments deemed responsible for the problems in an area. Those 
establishments identified are liable to pay for the necessary cost of services 
required to return an area back to an acceptable state. The Panel has 
expressed the view that investigation of the potential benefits of introducing 



Alcohol Disorder Zones should be undertaken, with a view to adopting this as 
a long term measure to address the problems associated with litter in Towns. 

 
3.4 In terms of the operational costs of introducing a Sunday cleansing service, 

the Panel has concluded that the annual cost of £52,400 demonstrates good 
value for money, particularly, in light of the anticipated benefits that would be 
achieved. The Panel have, however, expressed their view that as savings are 
required to be identified by the Council to meet the costs of the proposal, 
financial contributions should be sought from the Town Councils. Cleansing 
on Sundays would be more feasible and there would be a greater likelihood 
that a service would be introduced if such contributions were forthcoming. 

 
4. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 The Panel has identified that there is a need to introduce Sunday cleansing 

services in the market towns across the District, which has arisen out of the 
growing Saturday night time economy and the adverse effect of the resulting 
litter on Sunday trade and tourism. In recognising the financial constraints 
already placed upon the Council, the Panel therefore  

 
  RECOMMEND the Cabinet to 
 

(a) introduce cleansing services on Sundays in the market 
towns across the District as set out in the Appendix; 

 
(b) seek financial contributions from Town Councils towards 

the costs of implementing this proposal;  
 

(c) subject to the outcome of (b) above, include a bid for 
funding for the proposal in the Medium Term Plan; and 

 
(d) investigate the introduction of Alcohol Disorder Zones in 

the District in the long term. 
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